
Auburn Natural Products and Agriculture Working Group 

 Minutes: 11 29 22   Approved:  12 27 22 

Location:  Auburn Hall 

Recorder:  Dave Griswold 

Staff attending:  None 

Attending:  Dave Griswold, Bill Sylvester, Kathy Shaw, Chris Carson, Pam Rousseau, Ed Michaud, 

Joe Gray, David Bell 

Excused: Katie Boss 

Absent: None 

Guests: Jane Costlow, Conservation WG; Sam Boss, Conservation WG; Camille Parrish, 

Sustainability WG; Ralph Harder, Sustainability WG 

Call to Order:  6:07 pm 

Public Participation: None 

1. Approval of Minutes: 10 25 22 minutes were approved. 8 30 22 and 9 27 minutes still 

need approval due to an oversight.  

2. Kathy provided information on USDA Urban Ag grant program. Funding is available to 

anyone registering as a farm, and located within 2 miles of a city center. Grants are 

available to homeowners for a wide variety of small scale activities. Grants are available 

for 2022 and 2023. For more information contact Jim Johnson at the NCRS office, 207-

753-9400. He is encouraging Auburn residents to apply. (see below) 

3. Discussion: Council resolution re income requirement in the AGRP Zone and strip 

zoning. SNRB draft position was reviewed and discussed by the Working Group 

members present (see guest list above). At the close of discussion, all members present 

representing the Community Forest WG, the Conservation WG, the Natural Products 

and Agriculture Working Group and the Sustainability Working Group voted 

unanimously to support the draft, and the SNRB ad hoc committee’s efforts to finalize it 

and bring it to the full SNBR. The final position will be reviewed at a special SNRB 

meeting on 12 8, and as approved will be presented to the Planning Board. The final 

position will be included in the SNRB special meeting agenda packet. 

New Business: None 



Action Items: None 

Next meetings:    Dec 27, 6:00 pm, Community Room, Auburn City Hall.      

Pending agenda items: 

1. Approve 8 30 22 and 9 27 22 minutes. 

2. 2023 Work Plan development 

3. Royal River Land Trust designation of key areas in Auburn 

4. Producer survey- Farmed acres and value of product 

5. Food Sovereignty Law 

6. Good Food Council of L-A to discuss urban agriculture opportunities. 

 

 

See below for Urban Ag Grant information 



7. Maine Far

mland Trust Easement presentation 

Adjourned: 7:40  PM 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


